Committee of the Whole Meeting — April 13, 2026

Agenda Item # 13.1
Proposed Motion: Deputy Mayor Dunfield - OPP - Sustainable Police Services Funding

Moved by: Deputy Mayor Dunfield
Seconded by:

Be it resolved that the Township of Rideau Lakes supports Prince Edward County’s
Resolution 2026-111 urging the province of Ontario to expeditiously review and reform
its current police grant programs to ensure a more equitable distribution of funding to
municipalities, so that communities with changing populations and expanding service
demands receive fair and sustainable provincial support;

AND FURTHER that this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Solicitor
General of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA),
Eastern Ontario Wardens' Caucus (EOWC), the Ontario Association of Police Services
Boards (OAPSB), Ontario Eastern Municipal Conference (OEMC), North Eastern
Ontario Recreation Association (NOERA), Rural Recreation Association (RRA) and all
Ontario municipalities for endorsement.
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Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of March 10, 2026 the following
resolution regarding OPP - Sustainable Police Services Funding was carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-111

DATE: January 29, 2026
MOVED BY: Councillor Roberts
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hirsch

WHEREAS Ontario municipalities are required to maintain a police service or detachment
board; and

WHEREAS policing is a provincially legislated responsibility, yet municipalities are bearing
the brunt of rising costs to implement provincial mandates;

WHEREAS the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) has asserted that the fiscal
framework enabling municipalities provided critical policing and public safety services is
broken, and AMO requests an urgent update of the provincial-municipal fiscal relationship;

WHEREAS double digit increases in municipal annual Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
budgets are unsustainable, especially as Ontario municipal police services tackle provincial
responsibilities such as mental health, addictions, and homelessness challenges that place
police resources under enormous financial strain;

WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are experiencing increased police operating and
capital costs directly related to new compliance and operational standards required under
the Community Safety and Policing Act, 2019 (the Act);

WHEREAS the costs of other measures such as providing provincial court security are
increasing and are not part of providing core, adequate and effective municipal policing; and

WHEREAS rural municipalities are especially negatively impacted by these developments;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the County of Prince Edward
(Council) requests that the Province provide financial assistance to municipalities to offset
all additional costs directly and demonstrably incurred as a result of compliance with the Act
and not general increases to police budgets; and

THAT Council urges the Province of Ontario to expeditiously review and reform its current
police grant programs to ensure a more equitable distribution of funding to municipalities, so
that communities with changing populations and expanding service demands receive fair
and sustainable provincial support; and
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THAT this resolution of Council be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Solicitor General
of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario (AMO), the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), Eastern Ontario Wardens'
Caucus (EOWC), the Ontario Association of Police Services Boards (OAPSB), and all
Ontario municipalities for endorsement.

CARRIED

Yours truly,
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IO,

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK
cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Roberts, Councillor Hirsch
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